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Welcome 
Hello, and welcome members to this the first of our 
seasonal updates on the progress of the OLDT. It 
has been a busy nine months, following the formal 
creation of the Trust in May 2016. The process 
proved a steep learning curve for all the involved, 
some lessons have been learnt, and lots of new 
skills developed.  
The OLDT has been guided by the community 
consultation undertaken in 2015, and as such our 
key focuses have been on: 

- Community Hub/Village Hall 
- Providing a café 
- Derelict Buildings 
- Improving the natural environment 

Many have asked ‘what are you doing?’, and to 
answer this I thought a simple outline of some of 
the projects we have been working on would shine 
a light on the efforts of our volunteer board to 
improve our community. As each of these projects 
reaches fruition we are looking for people from 
across our community to become involved in the 
management, maintenance and continuing 
development of projects.  
We would love to hear from you, our members, 
about your own ideas for improving our 
community. 
Michael Lane 
Chairman 
 

A Café for Glenluce?  
Long derelict and sitting in the midst of Glenluce 
Main Street is Brambles Café. The Trust has been 
considering how to progress our instruction to 
provide a café in the village, as well as improve the 
streetscape, and repair derelict buildings. With this 

in mind, we decided upon Brambles as an ideal 
project to deal with these multiple outcomes. 
Through funding from the Scottish government’s 
Scottish Land Fund, we secured funding to engage 
surveyors and Architects. Over the past three 
months we have developed plans for a café to meet 
the changing needs of the community. 
To progress the project, and to ensure of further 
funding from the SLF to enable the purchase of the 
building, we need to demonstrate community 
support, and need for a facility such as café. We are 
excited about the plans, and look forward to having 
your feedback 
 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwix0Nn4yLLSAhUJuBQKHW-xBEsQjRwIBw&url=http://www.rightmove.co.uk/commercial-property-for-sale/property-42943996.html&bvm=bv.148073327,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNHnU8D87vIQARWIu1ZFDgdtAncyLA&ust=1488363675072015
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The Glen 
The Glen was identified in the community 
consultation by respondents as one of the key 
assets of the village, one of the places that make 
Old Luce special. With this in mind the Trust 
approached Wemyss Estate in August 2016, with a 
view to develop a relationship to improve the Glen. 
Following fruitful discussions, Wemyss Estate 
generously decided to gift their ownership of the 
Glen to the community through the Trust, and this 
is currently in the process of being completed. It is 
hoped to form a ‘Friend of the Glen’ group who 
will steer the improvements and maintenance of the 
Glen over the coming years. Keep an eye for more 
news over the coming months. 
 

 
 

If you love the outdoors, or enjoy the Glen, please 
give some consideration to being part of this 
exciting development. 
The legal costs for this project were funded by 
windfarms through the Old Luce Community Fund. 

A New Public Space 
The trust on its inception was charged with a 
number of responsibilities, not least the 
improvement of the streetscape and the natural 
environment, as well places for people to meet and 
congregate. Over the past six months significant 
work has been undertaken on the inspection, and 
design of a new public space in Glenluce seeking 
to enhance and improve the vacant block at 21 
Main Street, some of you may know it as DePratos 
corner. The Trust has progressed the project, and 
plans of the development will be available to view 
at the Glenluce Hall on Wednesday March 1st.  
 

 
 

The project has been made possible through use of 
windfarm funds and the support of the OLCF. 
 

Glenluce Village Hall 
D&G council, in the light of budget cuts, has 
spoken with the Trust and Community Council of 
the need to change the current management of 
Glenluce Village Hall. Both the Trust and the 
Community Council are currently in discussions 
about taking on the management of the Hall by 
March 31st, with a longer term view to develop a 
plan for community ownership. We anticipate the 
creation of ‘Friends of the Hall’ group. Watch this 
space. 
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Dunragit Community Space 
Feedback from Dunragit identified a need for a 
community space set at the heart of the Dunragit 
village. The Trust engaged a small community 
survey seeking opinions of residents and to identify 
people willing to become part of a steering group 
to develop the planned community ‘hub’.  
Residents identified as a whole identified several 
clear priorities for their Community Space: 

- A Meeting room 
- Kitchenette 
- Public Toilets 
- Central location 
- Near to Park 

The Community space would be managed by 
residents of Dunragit, and so best placed to meet 
the changing needs of residents. 
In the coming months the Dunragit Community 
space working group will formalise their group, 
begin drafting plans, and seek to identify a suitable 
site.  
If you would like to be part of this group, please 
get in touch with Diane Lowe. 
 

Christmas & 
Viaduct Lights 
It may be the 
end of February, but the Trust is already giving 
thought to this year’s festive season. We have 
surveyed residents along Main Street in Glenluce 
about their desire for improved Christmas lighting, 
and the response was overwhelmingly positive. With 
this in mind, we have engaged three companies 
who specialise in festive lighting to survey Glenluce 
and Dunragit and cost the installation of festive 
lighting for this coming season. The Trust hopes to 
access the OLCF for finance for this activity. If you 
would like to be part of this initiative, then please 
contact Caroline Heron, Joyce Stewart or Lorna 
McDowall. 

This past Christmas it appeared the Viaduct lights 
would not be switched on, as water damage, and 
poor foundations meant the lights were not fit for 
use. In November the Trust undertook remedial 
work on the Viaduct lights, constructing new 
footings for one of the lights, removing and drying 
out the lights, as well as a meter and new cabling 
installed.. Thanks to all who worked on this. The 
Community Council provided funds for the 
electricity. 
 

Community Website 
A new website has been commissioned for Old 
Luce, which will encompass all the business of the 
Trust and the Community Council. It is also 
available for all other community groups. It is 
hoped to have links for visitors to attractions and 
local bsinesses, as well as an information directory 
for residents new and old. The website will also 
have a Parish History, and are seeking people who 
would like to contribute photographs, stories or 
assit with collating information. If you would like to 
be involved in the website, please contact Mike 
Lane, Caroline Heron or Diane Lowe. 
 

Backburn 
The Trust continues its discussions with D&G 
Council about significant path repairs, and 
installation of new metal handrails, and possibly a 
new foot bridge.   
 

Contact Us 
The Trust meets on the last Wednesday of each 
month. If you would like to get in touch, provide 
feedback, or have a membership details sent to you: 
OLDTinformation@gmail.com 
 

Or speak with one of the directors: 
Michael Lane (Chairman), David Burl (Vice Chair), 
Joyce Stewart (Secretary), Drew Sloan, Diane Lowe, 
Lorna McDowall, Caroline Heron, Richard Rankin. 

mailto:OLDTinformation@gmail.com
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