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Welcome 
 
Hello, and welcome to our second update on the 
progress of the OLDT. It would be safe to say that 
the Trust has been optimistic in its ambitions, and 
equally optimistic in timescales related to each of 
our projects, it seems at every turn we are faced 
with obstacles and challenges, procedural, structural 
or bureaucratic. Despite these challenges a number 
of our projects are now finally reaching the stage 
where we hope to see outcomes. 
In this newsletter you will read about a significant 
number of projects that the Trust is working on to 
improve our built environment, provide assets for 
the community, and provide opportunities for 
residents.  
As each of our projects reaches fruition we are 
looking for people from across our community to 
become involved in the management, maintenance 
and continuing development of projects. This is 
especially important for large assets such as the 
woodlands in Balkail Glen, and Glenluce Public 
Hall, both of which we are planning to establish 
‘Friends of’ groups to oversee the day-to-day 
management of these valuable community assets.  
Without whole community involvement with assets 
such as these, we run the risk of these assets 
deteriorating to an extent that the community no 
longer has access to them. In these times of 
significant government cuts, increasingly the success 
of communities is very much reliant on drawing on 
the skills of its members, and I ask you to consider 
getting involved in one of our projects. 
 
Michael Lane 
Chairman 
 

 
The Village Square 
The Trust’s has a clear focus on the improvement of 
the streetscape and the natural environment, and 
providing places for people to meet and 
congregate. The Trust has progressed its project to 
design a new public space in Glenluce at 21 Main 
Street; some of you may know it as DePratos corner. 
The purchase of the site was completed in early 
summer, and funding has now been secured from 
the Old Luce Community Fund to redevelop the 
site. Following full costings of the project, and 
feedback at the community consultation in March, 
we are reviewing elements of the design. With 
revisions to the design under consideration, it is 
anticipated that planning consent will be obtained 
by the end of the year, with construction work 
commencing in spring 2018. If all progresses as 
planned, it is hoped that the Village Square will be 
ready for community use in the summer.  
 

 
 

The Village Square project has been made possible 
through windfarm funds provided by …… and the 
support of the OLCF. 

 
 

Artist’s impression of 
original design 
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The Glen 
Wemyss Estate in August 2016 made a very 
generous offer gift their residual lands to the 
community of Old Luce. The Trust saw this as an 
opportunity of ensuring the long term access to 
Balkail Glen (known as ‘The Glen’), with a view to 
undertake remedial work to restore the Glen as a 
destination for recreation, and nature., at the heart 
of Glenluce. 

 

 Watercolour - Balkail Estate Glen 1872 

 
Given the archaic land titles that make up the old 
Wemyss Estate lands, the process of gifting the land 
has taken substantially longer than anticipated, 
however it is anticipated that title will transfer to 
OLDT in the coming four weeks. To safeguard, and 
sustainably manage this beautiful natural resource, 
the Trust is looking to establish a ‘Friend of the 
Glen’ group to steer the improvements and 
maintenance of the Glen over the coming years.  
If you love the outdoors, or enjoy the Glen, please 
give some consideration to being part of this group. 
 

The legal costs associated this project were funded 
by ……. through the Old Luce Community Fund. 

 

The Café 
Community feedback has called for provision of a 
café in the village, as well as bring improvements to 
the streetscape, and repair derelict buildings.  
Brambles has sat empty and increasingly derelict on 
the Main Street of Glenluce for over a decade, it 
fabric has deteriorated, and fears of the buildings 
future as a building in such an extremely poor state 
of repair as Brambles, would very quickly 
deteriorate, and ultimately become another gap site. 
Accessing funding from the Scottish government’s 
Scottish Land Fund, we engaged surveyors and 
Architects, completed a community consultation, 
and made an offer to purchase the building. The 
offer was successful, and the Scottish Land Fund 
provided 90% of the purchase price, with the 
balance provided by the OLCF.  
Importantly, the OLCF has provided a further 
significant grant to allow the building to be 
extensively renovated and modernised, bringing a 
significantly positive asset to the village, one that 
we hope will attract a business that will flourish. 
  

 
 
The Trust had hoped to have concluded the 
purchase in early August, however things have been 
complicated by the vendor going into sequestration 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwix0Nn4yLLSAhUJuBQKHW-xBEsQjRwIBw&url=http://www.rightmove.co.uk/commercial-property-for-sale/property-42943996.html&bvm=bv.148073327,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNHnU8D87vIQARWIu1ZFDgdtAncyLA&ust=1488363675072015


    

   Autumn 2017  
Members: 163     

www.oldluce.org.uk  
thetrust@oldluce.org.uk     
Registered Company SC538942 
DTAS Member SE225 
Registered Address: Chalkwell House, 37 Main St, Glenluce DG8 0PP 

just as the purchase was to conclude. With funding 
in place, we are now in direct contact with the 
Creditors. This has had an impact on the timescales 
we had planned for this project, however rest 
assured that the project is progressing, just a little 
slower than hoped.   
 

The Cafe project has been made possible through 
funds from the SLF, and further funds provided by 
…… and the support of the OLCF. 

 
Glenluce Village Hall 

 
D&G Council, in the light of budget cuts, has 
spoken with the Trust and Community Council of 
the need to change the current management of 
Glenluce Village Hall. Both the Trust and the 
Community Council agree it is vital to keep this 
resource open, and as such have approached the 
council to take on management of the Hall from 
April 1st 2018. During the management period we 
want to develop a plan for community ownership. 
Although this move is forced upon us, it is an 
opportunity for our community to take charge of 
this valuable asset, and make it work for us. We 
should look to increasing use, review hall fees, 
provide easy access to groups, holding regular 
activities, such as markets, coffee mornings, possibly 

our own cinema nights. The options are only 
limited by our imagination. It is our hall. 
In order for management of the hall to be 
successful the Trust wants to create a ‘Friends of the 
Hall’ (FOTH) group. This group will look after the 
day-to-day care of the hall, whilst the Trust would 
manage the business elements. A meeting to 
establish interest from the community in forming 
FOTH, as well as explore exciting options for future 
uses of the Hall will be held on Saturday November 
4th at 2pm. All welcome and light refreshments will 
be served. 

 
Dunragit Community Hub 
Work is progressing on a community space set at 
the heart of the Dunragit village. The Trust 
undertook a community survey, and following this 
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has gained funding from the Scottish Land Fund to 
undertake a more detailed consultation of needs, 
along with develop plans for the building. The 
preferred site for the community Hub has been 
identified as the old shop site, and an approach has 
been made to the current owner expressing the 
community’s interest in buying the building.  
The Community space would be managed by 
residents of Dunragit, and so best placed to meet 
the changing needs of residents. 
If you would like to be part of the group 
developing this exciting opportunity for Dunragit, 
please get in touch with Diane Lowe. 
 

 

Christmas & 
Viaduct Lights 
Moving towards 
the festive season, we’d love to see some colour in 
our communities to light up some of the gloomier 
days. Work has been continuing since February on 
our program of Christmas lighting for Glenluce and 
Dunragit. This has required coordination between 
the local authority, third party providers, community 
feedback, and a number of Christmas light 
suppliers. Application for funding for the Christmas 
lighting was submitted in May for first round 
consideration from the OLCF. The grant having 
been approved in principle,  we are now waiting on 
the second round approval of the actual cost, this 
will occur in October, and hopefully providing us 
with sufficient time to have the lights providing 
festive cheer for this coming Christmas season. 
Assuming approval of funding, the lights will be 
installed on the street light posts through both 
villages. It will be installed in two stages, the first 
sees the install of power outlets on each post by 
the Council approved contractor. The second stage 
is the installation of the lights themselves. 

Community Website 
A new website has been commissioned for Old 
Luce parish www.oldluce.org.uk. It is now live, but 
still very much a work in progress, as we work with 
our web designer, and community volunteers to 
develop content. The website is going to act as a 
single point of contact online for the parish. It has 
been designed to have links for visitors to 
attractions and local businesses, as well as an 
information directory for residents new and old. 
Over time it is hoped to develop a comprehensive 
online Parish History. In addition it will encompass 
the business of the Trust, providing quick links, and 
form downloads, and as our ‘Friends of’ groups 
grow, it will also be a place to find out news of 
projects as they progress. The Community Council 
details, as well as monthly minutes can be accessed, 
and links to communicate with the Community 
council are also present. The website is also 
available for all other community groups, and we 
are seeking people who would like to contribute 
photographs, stories or assist with collating 
information. If you would like to be involved in the 
website, please contact the Trust via email. 

 
Back Burn 
The Trust continues its work to improve our natural 
environment, we have had funding approved from 
the OLCF for the removal and installation of a new 
foot bridge, as well as creation of new footpaths 
and hand rails along the Back Burn. The Trust is 
currently finalising plans for the bridge design that 
meet D&G Council requirements. Once approved it 
is hoped that work will progress quickly to 
complete the work.   

 
 

http://www.oldluce.org.uk/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiLt8qbybLSAhUJuBQKHW-xBEsQjRwIBw&url=http://www.pngall.com/christmas-lights-png&bvm=bv.148073327,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNEX4labKhXqkCheZGXO63kg75E-aQ&ust=1488363747883827
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Photo 
Competition 
We want our website 
to reflect us, our 
community, the things 
we do, the beautiful 

location we live in, the day-to-day life of our 
community, and finally activities that people can do 
when they visit. We are holding a photo 
competition, with a cash prize of £10 for the best 
photo submitted in each section: 

- Our Natural World 
- People at Work 
- Community Gatherings 
- Celebrations 
- The Built Environment 

All images must be taken within Old Luce parish, 
and be the work of the person submitting it. If there 
are people in the photo, please have their 
permission before submitting the photo. 
Photos need to be high resolution, and submitted 
to thetrust@oldluce.org.uk. Please include your 
name, contact details including email address. 
Competition closes:  Midnight Saturday October 
28th. Images submitted may be used on our new 
community website, with winning images 
displayed at the Hall Meeting on November 4th 
 

Require funding for your organisation? 
If you are a resident in the Old Luce parish, and 
have a project that will make a positive contribution 
to the parish, then make an application to the Old 
Luce Community Fund: 
www.foundationscotland.org.uk/programmes/old-
luce.aspx. Grants between £500-£50K can be 
awarded. For funding of less than £500, a micro 
grant through a written letter can be made directly 
to the Community Council  

 

mailto:thetrust@oldluce.org.uk
http://www.foundationscotland.org.uk/programmes/old-luce.aspx
http://www.foundationscotland.org.uk/programmes/old-luce.aspx
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About Us 
The Trust was established in 2016, in response to 
the 2015 community consultation report, 
undertaken by the Community Council on how to 
deploy community benefit funds from the Windfarm 
developments. We are committed to enhancing the 
community by: 

- Connecting People 
- Enhancing our Natural Environment 
- Improving our Built Environment 
- Providing Opportunities for jobs and 

volunteering 

 
The Trust, through community engagement has 
prioritised: 

- Community Hub/Village Hall 
- Providing a café 
- Derelict Buildings 
- Improving the natural environment 

 
Membership 
Membership of the Trust continues to grow, with it 
currently sitting at 163. Full membership of the 
OLDT is open to all adult permanent residents of 
the parish; there is an associate membership 
available for people who support the work of the 
Trust who do not reside in Old Luce. Full 
membership provides members with the ability to 
vote at AGM, stand for election as a director, as 
well as become directly involved in the day-to-day 
projects. Membership forms are available online on 
the new Old Luce website. www.oldluce.org.uk 
We would love to hear from you, our members, 
about your own ideas for improving our 
community. 

Contact Us 
The Trust meets on the last Wednesday of each 
month. If you would like to get in touch, provide 
feedback, or wish to send completed membership 
forms: thetrust@oldluce.org.uk 
 

Directors 
Michael Lane (Chairman),  
David Burl (Vice Chair), 
Joyce Stewart (Secretary),  
Drew Sloan,  
Diane Lowe,  
Lorna McDowall,  
Nigel Miscampbell 
Caroline Heron,  
Richard Rankin. 
 

Old Luce Parish 

 
 
Dates for the Diary 
Glenluce Hall - The Future? 
Saturday November 4th at 2pm 
At Glenluce Village Hall 
 

OLDT AGM 
Wednesday November 22nd at 7pm 
At Glenluce Village Hall 

http://www.oldluce.org.uk/
mailto:thetrust@oldluce.org.uk

